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The Story of Christmas 


While shepherds watched their flocks by | 


night, all seated on the groum, the angel 
of the Lord appeared and Glory shone 
around, and they were sore afraid; the 
angel said unto them, "Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great Joy. For 
unto you is born in the City of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ, the Lord." And 
they came with haste, and found Mary and 
Joseph and the babe lying in a manger. 
When Herod the King heard these things, he 
was troubled and when he had gathered all 
the Chief Priests and the Scribes together, 
he demanded of them where Christ should be | 
born. And they said unto him: "In Bethle- | 
hem of Judea." Then Herod called the Wise | 
Men, and inquired of them whet time the star! 
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, 
and said, "Go and search diligently for the 
young child.” When they had heard the King,} 
they departed, and lo, the star went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the | 
young child lay. And when they came into | 
the house, they fell down and worshipped 
him; and presented him priceless gifts of 
gold, frankincense, myrrh, and other prec- 
ious stones. Since that time, it has been 
the custom of our people at this season of | 
the year to give gifts and remember their | 
loved ones; also to relieve the distress of | 
those not so fortunate as we. If you have | 
not contributed your dollar to our annual ' 
| 
j 


Christmas Offering and Good Cheer Fund = 


Remember the Scripture 


"To do good and to communicate, forget 
not; for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased." Heb. XIII-16 


George A. Weeks, 
Grand Commander 
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Issued Monthly 


Entertainment Committee 


This year we are stressing MORE SOCIAL 

The old adage of "All work 
and no play makes Jack a dull boy." This 
adage has been considered by your enter= 
tainment committee Chairman, Em. Sir. Je 


| Herbert Hinds, Grand Captain Generale He | 


has done much contact work; he has listed 


|a great many interesting travel and edu= 


cational sound and color moving pictures 
that are available for showing, if time 
Why 
not contact him? - he will gladly mke 


' suggestions and help you with your ene 


tertainment problems. 


Membership Campaign 


| Here is score to date: 
| 


| 3 Mose Obj. Actual 197 1946 
| Sept. 57 48 38 a - 
Oct. 7h 81 S| By 
mM SS a 
|noraL  Be2 «Bee BB 20 
The leading Commanderies ares 
Boston #2 = 16 petitions 
Sutton #16 - Ls 
DeMolay 7 - 13 w 
Palestine #10 - 13 My 
Joseph Warren #26 = 13 e 
Bethany #17 - ll g 
Thomas Smith Webb #51 - 10 " 


An old Chinese proverb states that a 


| journey of 1,000 miles begins with one 
step. 
| that an 800 membership increase begins 


In like manner, I would state 


with a onesmember increase. 


It is quite a significant coincidence 
that "AMBRICAN® ends in "I CAN." Keep 
saying "I CAN GET A CANDIDATE." 
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Demits 


Your Grand Commandery membership committee 
compiled lists of those demitted during 

the last 5 years, and sent them to your 
Commander with a letter from the Grand Com- 
mander. We lost 579 Sir Knights in this 
period, many of whom are waiting to be 
asked to return. This is a fertile field 
which has hardly been cultivated. Let's 
try to reinstate at least one man per Com- 
mandery. It seems to your Grand Commander 
that we are overlooking a large potential 
gain in not interesting more men who have 
been Sir Knights at one time, but who lost 
interest and withdrew their membership in 
past years. Are we working very hard to 
secure candidates and, at the same time, 
neglecting those "under our very noses?” 
How natural it is to look longingly, far 
away, for the very things we may have close 
at hand but will not see. 
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lof silver, and are pinned through the rib- 
_bon of the medal as an additional decor- 
‘ation, Grand Commandery will gladly ar- 
irange to secure you a supply at a nomine 
‘al cost of somewhat less than 41.00 each. 


s Crosses 


i Knights Templar are very familiar with 


‘the Latin or Passion cross, but how about 
some of the others? Do you know what is 
a Patriarchal cross? -- It is a single 
upright and two cross arms. The Cross 

_of Salem? -- The Egyptian or Tau cross 
is the same as a Passion cross with the 

‘upper arm wanting. The Greek oross is 


‘@ perpendicular, all arms being equal. 


Addresses 


‘Each Commander, Grand Commanding Officer 


and Recorder in this jurisdiction should 
be receiving "THE TEMPLAR" each month. 
If you are one of these officers and are 


‘not receiving your copy each month, wontt 


We congratulate Jerusalem #19, Fitchburg, 
Mass., for not having issued a single demit 
in these 5 years. They certainly did a \ 
great "selling job" to hold their members. | 


Narragansett #27, Westerly, Rel. has ap- 
pointed a "Committee to Discourage Demits 
and Suspensions." Why not appoint one in 
your Commandery? 


Full Form Malta 


DeMolay #7, Boston, Mass., is planning to’ 
put on the Order of Malta in Full Form 
under the direction of Em.Sir Clarence R. 
Davis next May. We have one or two 
tactics on hand covering the Full Form 
Malta. If others want one just let us 
know. 


Easter Sunrise Service 
po ENE II ISS 


Plan a Pilgrimage of your Officers to the 
17th Annual Easter Sunrise Service con= 
dueted by Grand Encampment to be held in 
Arlington, Virginia, Easter Sunday, March 
28, 19h). 


‘duot Christmas observance. 
| friends of the Sir Knights present may at- 


| you please notify the Grand Commander? If 


you have changed your address, and the 
one on the envelope in which you receive 
"THE TEMPLAR" is incorrect, please ask 
the Grand Commander to correct ite 


Grand Enoampment Deoisions 
ch Ell A 


"The Warder should open the tiled deor 


_ without knocks or alarm, excepting when 
: specified in the ritual." 


"The Prelate to wear the Rebes of his of- 
fice during the oonferring of the orders.” 


"One TRI. only be used in conferring the 
Order of the Temple." 


"It is not necessary to open the Command- 
ery in special conolave in order to con= 
The family and 


tend the Christmas service." 


' "The word !Publict as used in Templar laws 
i authorizing a Commandery to appear in 
Public, funeral ocoasions and religious 

| Services excepted, under a dispensation 


issued by the Grand Commander should be 
oonstrued to refer to any meeting place 


‘outside of the asylum of the Commandery. 


Long Service Bars 


Some of our Commanderies are presenting | 


Service Bars, engraved ")j5 years" = "50 
years" = "55 years," ete., to holders of 
Thomas Smith Webb Medals 
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iThus a visitation of a Commandery or its 


drill patrol in uniform to a lodge or 
chapter would constitute an appearance 
in public.” 


These bars are} 


= 
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"A Grand Commander may give dispensations | 
to a Commandery to appear in full dress inj 
lodge or chapter. Such occasions are pub- 
lic appearances." ‘ 
! 
"A visitation of an individual Sir Knight | 
in uniform to a lodge or chapter for the 
purpose of an address is not a public ap- 
pearance requiring a dispensation. Only 
in cases where a Commandory desires to 

visit a lodge or chapter is it nedessary 


to secure a dispensation." 


"A uniform is the property of the individ-|{ 
ual Templar and may be worn by him at i 
pleasure. Dispensations are required only | 
for public appearance of Commanderies." t 
“As long as you restriot appearance ina | 
lodge or chapter to individuals, he has 

a right to put on the Templar coat covered 
in part with an apron, and appear with the 
rest of the brethren in lodge or chapter. 
No dispensation for such a visitation is 
required.” 


Hugh de Payens Commandery #20, Melrose, 
Masse, played host to 350 children, when 
the officers escorted them to the Shrine 
Circus. Nobles, of the Commandery, after 
sending their personal checks for the 
tickets to Aleppo Temple, gave their books 
to Eminent Sir Frank C. Greeley, Commander 
who had special cars put on the regular 
trains to Boston that Saturday, for the 
convenience of this large groupe Frank, as 
you Jmow, is President of "The Eastern 
Mass. Presiding Councils Club." 


’ 


Commendations 


Your Right Eminent Grand Commander is 
highly pleased to have received from Sir 
Knight Charles B. Wolfertz, Right Eminent 
Jr.e Past Grand Commander of the Grand Com= 
mandery of Pennsylvania, the following 
letter:" I want to congratulate you, first, 
upon having the initiative to publish such 
& periodical as tThe Templar,* and, second- 
ly, to tell you that we find your style of 
writing easy to read and very interesting. 
"The Templar’ is well written and should 


prove a great help in building morale among 


the Sir Knights of your jurisdiction." 


Cfficial Inspections 


The Inspection season is on. Changes 
have been made in the past in our In- 
spection system. We have made them again 
this year. This subject is probably the 
most-talked-of one in Grand Commandery, 


| so while on the subject, we would just 


like to say this: 


Research is a State of Mind 


"Research" is a highehat word that scares 
a lot of people. It needn't. It is rather 
simple. Essentially, it is nothing but a 
state of mind -= a friendly, welcoming at 
titude toward change. Going out to look 
for a change, instead of waiting for it 
to comés Research,is an effort to do 
; things better and not to be caught asleep 
;at the switoh. The researoh state of 
,mind can apply to anything: personal af- 
' fairs or any kind of business, big or 
little. It is the problem solving mind 
1as contrasted with the let-well-enough- 
‘alone mind. It is the "tomorrow" mind, 
‘instead of the "yesterday" mind. 


Short Circuit 
‘Judge - Give the Court your name, occu= 
pation end the charge against you. 
; Defendant - My name is Sparks, I am an 
‘electrician, and I om charged with battery. 


‘Judge - Officer, place this man ina dry 
cell. 


H Christmas 

|The Christmas Message translates the 
(Knight Templar into a world wherein he 
'reoeives the Son, the essonoe of God, 
Truth, into his heart whereby he may be 
,truly one with God and realize the pres- 
‘enoe of God in him that by the inspiration 
;of that presence he may press on to 
,eternal victory. 


{ A Thought for the Year's End 


Then let us clasp hands, 
as we walk together, 
| And let us speak softly 
{ in Friendship's tone 
j For no one knows on the morrow 
j whether 
} Two pass on = 
or but one alone. 
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St. John Ho. 


Bestou 
Newburyport 
Veshington 
Yoreester County 
Soringfield 
Detioley 
Holy Sepulchre 
Pilgrin 
Palestine 
Milford 
St. Bernard 
Calva: 
Haverhill 
Old Colsny 
Sutton 
Bethany 
Winslow Lewie 
sate 

gh de Payne 
St. Omer 
Berkshire 
Connecticut Valley 
Voonsocket, 
®odfrey de Eoullon 
Joseph Warren 
Nerranganset? 
Bristol 
Northampton 
South Shore 
Trinity 
Natick 
Coeur de Lion 
GQethsenane 
Olivet 
Athol 
Bay Etate 
Cyprus 
St. Paul 
Beauseant, 
Cembridge 
Beth} ehem 
Grange 
Ivanhoe 
Quincy 
Tenple 
St. Andrew 
Reading 
T, Smith Webs 
Sir Calehad 
¥Vinthrop 
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SEE REN ROCOOHMONE ATR OF 


EMINENT COMMPNDERS! 
HERE IS SOMPTEENG YOU GAN Do 


Certificates or Merit ere earned 
by cresting Sir Knights in your 
Commandery and admitting te 
meuberskip those who have, for 
one reason or aother, severed 
their sonnectlon with Tenplery 


Every Sir Knight thet you "bring 
back to the fold" mesns one more 
member in our endeavor to uphold 
the fine traditions of Temolery, 


Please extend an invitetion to 
those who are "in our own back 
yard" waiting to be esked to 
come back to Templary, It*s 
one of the ¢asiest and cuickest 
ways to advance Knighthood end 
at the same time, reach your cuot: 
and earn Peer aire oF Merit. 

- ete wilson GC, 

Taal ruse siaake 


11 Cm 6 ie ok ee omy \onien onion 


1 Commendeory hes 1§ Cendidstes 
6 * are in the 10 to 25 


gTOUp 

9 / are in the 5 to 9 
group 

25 . ére in the 2 to 4 
group 

19 4s beve mo Candidates 


